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or segmenting ‘slices’ of research Salami slicing can result data from a single study into two or
data from a in several different in a distortion of the more papers.
single study and papers is called ‘salami literature by leading When submitting a paper, be
creating different  publication’ or 'salami  unsuspecting readers to transparent. Send copies of any
manuscripts for slicing’. believe that data presented  manuscripts closely related to the
publicatinn in each ‘slice’ is derived manuscript under consideration.
from a different subject

This includes any manuscripts
published, recently submitted, or
already accepted.’

sample.

"When in doubt, always consult with your professor, advisor, or someone in a position of authority who can guide you
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Figure 1 Growth in retractions compared with growth in total articles published (excluding supplements, corrections, retractions
and commissioned content).
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Figure 1. Papers published and retracted per year since 1973. Note that the multipliers are different. For the sake of simplicity, error here
includes all infractions except fraud le.g., scientific error, plagiarism, duplication, other). Apparent declines in recent years must be interpreted with
caution as additional papers may be retracted in the future, thereby reversing this decline.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0068397.9001
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To cite: Moylan EC,
Kowalczuk MK. Why articles
are retracted: a retrospective

BM) Open Why articles are retracted:
a retrospective cross-sectional study
of retraction notices at BioMed Central

Elizabeth C Moylan, Maria K Kowalczuk

cross-sectional study

of retraction notices at
BioMed Central. BMJ Open
2016:6:e012047.
doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2016-
012047

Journals of the Royal Soctety of
Chemustry (RSC) — which also
publishes Chemistry World —
have today retracted five papers
due to a compromised peer

IVIEW PIOCess.
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Table 2 Individual reasons for retraction and classification into the main categories of honest error, misconduct or unclear

Honest
Reason for retraction error Misconduct Unclear
Breach of editorial policy 1
Co-authors unaware of manuscript submission 5
Compromised peer review 44
Data falsification/fabrication 10
Data unreliable 6 8
Duplicate publication 7 1
Image duplication 1 5
No consent 1
No ethical approval 5
No permission for data 3 2
Plagiarism 22
Published in error 10
Undeclared conflict of interest 3
Sub-totals per broad category 17 102 15
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